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Circular walk from Mellor Church via Higher Chisworth
By Stephen Hyslop
Walk Description: A 3-4 hour circular walk with some rewarding views. The route has only a few ascents, is
largely off-road and, for the latter half, crosses open fields and farmland. For most of the walk conditions are
firm and on a variety of surfaces, but there are some muddy sections. The route involves quite a number of
stiles. Some of these are in poor condition and care is needed when climbing over them.
Distance: 6 miles
Starting point: Mellor Church Car Park (Grid reference SJ 98307 88914).The large car park is free but in
regular use by the Church and Parish Centre, large groups should please check in advance with the Parish Office
e-mail: office@mellorchurch.org or phone 0161 484 5079.
Map: OS Explorer OL1: Peak District: Dark Peak. Please carry a map at all times when walking in the countryside.
Leave Mellor Church car park and head towards the Church entrance where four paths meet. Walk through the
churchyard and out of a small iron gate, to a path which goes down to the farm. Head towards the farm buildings
through a gate and turn right keeping the barn on your left. After passing the barn turn left climbing 100yds
uphill to the second of two telegraph poles. Worth stopping at the top to admire the view.
Descend the field half right to a stile (next to a metal gate) in the corner of the field. Follow a distinct path
with barbed wire on both sides, and then with a wall on the left. On reaching the back of some farm buildings
turn right at a sign post for Mill Brow. After 100yds pass through a cobbled farm yard, then right and follow the
lane uphill. After a short distance go through a wooden gate on the left, then follow the path heading right to
another wooden gate. Follow the high narrow path to a further gate by a disfigured tree stump. Go through the
gate and follow the path, with a pond on the left. Go over the stile next to the small gate, under some trees.
Follow a narrow track and turn left down a tarmac road. Pass the entrance to Primrose Mill on the left – this is
he last or four former cotton mills along Mill Brook - and follow the road over the bridge, before turning
immediately right up the hill.
After passing a brown-gated drive reach Mill Brow, a conservation area, and the Hare & Hounds pub at the top.
Turn right on the road and after 250yds, fork left up Grid Lane, passing a large converted chapel on the left.
Ignore a number of footpath signs, and continue as the road narrows to become a stony track with a steady
climb. Pass a pair of gates on either side of the track, with views to the left of Stockport, and of a white house
with a fully glazed gable to the right. Continue on the track to reach Sandhills Lane at its junction with
Ernocroft Lane. Turn right for 20yds to reach a footpath sign and stile an the left, Climb over this stile into a
field. Stay close to a wall/fence on the right and climb 500yds to reach a stile in the corner of the field, then
15yds to reach a further stile in the field corner, having passed an enclosed woodland to the right (this is a
sanctuary for Brown Low, a Round Barrow ancient burial tumulus).
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Cross this stile into a field and head towards a further stile, keeping close to the wall/fence on your left. Cross
this stile and go 300yds diagonally across the field towards an eroded earth mound with a stone wall/fence on
top. This area is known as Ludworth Intake, a geological Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). Cross the
stile to the right of the mound, passing a small pond to the right. Cross the next field diagonally, heading 200yds
towards a stile next to a telegraph pole. Pause here to admire the view. The next stile should be visible from
here, with pylons beyond. Cross this and head for a second smaller, newer pylon. From here walk downhill towards
Higher Chisworth, with a metal farm gate in view. Cross the stile to the right of the gate then turn right up the
road and continue to reach Hilltop. At the T junction turn right to head uphill for 150yds, then turn left on to a
gravel lane, with a sign for the “Old Cowshed” on the right and “Moorside Barn” painted on the left wall of the
lane entrance. After 600yds there is a left-hand bend leading to the Old Cowshed. Don’t follow this round, but
instead turn right on the bend into a grassy lane. At the end go through a metal gate/stile, and then through a
further metal gate straight ahead. Cross the field diagonally, keeping a large barn to your left. Reach a small
ladder stile in the wall. Climb over this and follow a distinct path through a marshy field towards two metal farm
gates, side by side. Head towards the end of the high all where there is a stone wall stile in poor condition.
Cross this stile with care and stay left towards farm buildings. Before reaching the farm there’s a stile to the
right of as metal farm gate. Cross this to reach a stone track. Turn right and arrive at Pistol farm and a road
junction. Bear left and continue 330yds to reach the second footpath signpost on the left. Turn left on to a
rocky dirt track bending round to Ringstone Farm. Go between the farm buildings on the left and a disused small
stone barn on your right. Continue downhill along the tarmac road to reach Hollinsmoor Road.
At the T junction turn right uphill to a small row of terraced houses on the right. Opposite these is the entrance
to a lane to Hollins Farm. Cross the stile to the right of this lane entrance. Go diagonally and uphill across the
field to Newbarn farm. Note: This is a rickety and heavy wooden gate with an electrified wire strung across
some 2yds above it – take care.
Once through, go beyond the farmyard, with the farmhouse on the right. Turn left to reach a wooden farm gate
and stone wall stile with a small mesh gate. Go through this, taking care when stepping over a small length of
plastic pipe protecting the electrified wire. Head uphill towards a telegraph pole and continue to a fence on the
right. Cross a very ramshackle stile into a field. Cross the field diagonally uphill a little, to a stile in the corner.
Go diagonally across the next field to a further stile in the corner and enter a narrow, enclosed path to Shiloh
Road. On reaching the road turn left until after some 75yds there is a metal gate on the right with a footpath
sign – pass through the gap by the left gate post.
Go across the field diagonally to reach a stone stile, and cross this. Go diagonally across the next field to reach
two wooden posts. Head diagonally across the next field towards farm buildings. Climb over a stone stile, then
turn right onto the lane. After 50yds continue straight on an unmade track, ignoring a private driveway to
Hambleton Farm on your right. Follow the lane and path uphill for around half a mile through several gates and
fields – the tower of Mellor Church (St Thomas's – a Grade 2 listed building) then comes into view. Return to the
church car park.
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Chinley Churn
By Francis Aynsley-Smith
This walk is some 9 miles long with three sharp climbs. There are well defined paths for the most part, although
one section needs the Dark Peak Ordnance Survey Map, Explorer OL1. Map Ref: SK 03952 82641
The walk begins from the station car park in Chinley, which has no charges and is not full on a Sunday. I would
imagine that Chinley began as a village for the Quarrymen who quarried the summit for stone in the 19 th century.
We turned left out of the car park, onto Station Road. One of the streets is called “The Sidings” which hints at
the former use of the site. We turned left again onto Green Lane (the B6062) and went over the bridge
towards the war memorial. Then we turned right onto Maynstone Road, a narrow lane that runs uphill.
A few steps thereafter brought us to a marked footpath on the left that runs upwards between hedges and
walls to the fields beyond. We crossed the stile and began the steep climb to the path at the top, where there
is a gate and a wire fence. If you turn about, Chinley is below you and Eccles Pike lies on the other side of the
valley. Mount Famine and South Head are visible the other way.
We turned right with the fence on our left and walked upward to the well known viewpoint that sticks out from
the hill. From there, we turned sharp left towards the Churn itself and its quarries. We did not follow the usual
path, which is narrow and has slipped, but took two successive climbs to the left, almost certainly meant for the
quarrymens' wagons. This brought us to a path just below the summit, which is strewn with broken stone. It is
the perfect place for a breather and a coffee – with privacy for those who need it.
On we went heading northwards. There are many tracks to follow, but we climbed a little more to find a stile
and marked path that runs along the crest of the ridge. We walked over the short grass and boggy patches,
with breathtaking views on either side. To the left was the Cheshire plain and the Cage in Lyme Park. We
continued through a gate and over a stile to meet the path that runs eastwards to Peep O Day. For the most
part it is downhill here along a winding path to the road itself. There are various versions of how Peep O Day
came by its name. Care is needed to cross the busy A624 Chapel Road from Hayfield. We used the verge to
take us left and found the lane on the right that runs up beside a house to the Pennine Bridleway. We did not
follow the Bridleway but went through a gate, opposite our lane, that leads up to Mount Famine. We passed
through three gates and turned right across some fields to find the steep short climb.
We caught our breath at the brow and followed the track with a wire fence to our right. Kinder Scout can be
seen to the left. It is always blowy on this hill, so watch your hat and your specs. The descent to the Pennine
Bridleway runs over an easy grassy slope and in front of you is South Head, the third steep climb. It is not as
fierce as it looks, but is demanding after Mount Famine. There is a cairn on top with a view that goes in all
directions. The descent on the other side is steep, but it can be run if you are young and confident. This
brought us back to the Pennine Bridleway again. We turned right with stone walls on either side. It was time for
a bite to eat and a coffee.
We walked South Eastwards along the Pennine Bridleway for a mile to find the gate on the right to Shireoaks
Farm. The Bridleway is used by both cyclists and walkers alike; it is broad and stony, a running stream in wet
weather. The path to Shireoaks Farm is a gentle descent over ground that can be muddy. The dry weather
helped us on our way. The track is clear to he farm itself. We avoided the muddy farmyard by turning leftwards
and going through two gateways to skirt round the house and come back to the main track on the far side. The
farm lane took us Westwards to open ground.
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The path is marked on the map, but is not much used, so the map is important from here. It runs to the left
under overgrown and wind blown trees. We followed this track until we came to a pair of stone gateposts where
we turned half left down the steep slope to the corner of the field, where a stile is hidden in the holly hedge.
Once over, we aimed for the arch under the railway line and the gentle slope to a little used road, which we
crossed using two stiles. There is a lovely stream to follow and it is one of the best parts of the walk with wild
flowers and birds. We negotiated a further stile and a simple bridge to the other bank. We kept close to the
stream which was on our right, until we arrived at a collection of stone cottages called Wash.
At Wash we went over a stile, crossed the road, turning left and then almost immediately right down a tarmac
drive, which is in fact the proper path. There is a garage and a stile at the end that takes you into the fields
behind. These can be boggy as it is the valley bottom, but the track is well used and clear. It heads south
westwards and we were aiming for Chapel Milton with its double railway viaducts - a good landmark to look for.
There are several rickety stiles and gates to negotiate, with the map to help find the way. At one point the path
goes through a small belt of trees. After this, the traffic on the A6 can be seen and heard to your left. We
came down a grassy field, through a gate, to find a lane with a stream on the far side. We turned right and came
to the A624. This must be crossed with care.
On the further side of the road are more stone cottages and the Tramway. This runs along the valley bottom to
Chinley and is well signposted. The Tramway passes under the railway viaducts into fields then past an old Mill
that has been rebuilt as flats and a packaging factory. We arrived at Charley Lane, turning left along this for
200 metres to pick the Tramway again along the bottom of the valley . It looks like the entrance to a sewage
works but there are open fields to the left and it is signposted. The site of the old Forge Mill is well indicated
and explained on a board. There is a new housing estate being built a little further on.
We followed the Tramway until it reached Green Lane, where we turned right for Chinley. The railway station is
clearly indicated and it is road walking from here. We went over a bridge and up Green Lane. The station is still
signposted and we turned left into Station Road again, to find the car park we had left 5 hours earlier.
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